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The  form  of  my  Annual  Report  requires  on  the  present  occasion  a few 
words  of  explanation.  The  area  for  which  I have  had  the  honour  to  act  during 
the  year  1894,  has  by  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  become  divided  into  two 
Rural  District  Councils,  assuming  that  the  Essex  parishes  of  the  late  Authority 
are  not  to  he  erected  into  a separate  Council.  The  memorandum  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (issued  at  the  end  of  December)  as  to  Annual  Reports  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  directs  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  “send  to  each 
District  Council  either  a report  on  the  whole  area  for  which  he  has  acted  during 
the  year  1S94,  or  a report  relating  to  so  much  of  that  area  as  on  the  31st 
December,  1894,  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  each  such  District  Council.”  I have 
been  obliged  to  adopt  the  former  alternative  for  the  reason  that  the  two  new 
districts  are  not  co-terminous  with  the  Registration  Sub-districts  for  which  my 
return  of  vital  statistics  had  been  made  up.  I hope  that  this  arrangement  may 
have  the  approval  of  the  respective  District  Councils. 


I have  the  honour  to  communicate  for  the  information  of 
the  Rural  District  Councils  of  Ashwell  and  Melbourn  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1894,  and  according  to  my  usual  practice  I 
first  pass  in  review  the  vital  statistics  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  have  been  registered  in  the 
several  parishes  is  236 ; to  this  must  be  added  two  which 
have  occurred  in  the  Three  Counties  and  five  in  the  Cambridge- 
shire Asylums,  and  two  in  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  respectively, 
making  a corrected  total  of  245,  which,  on  the  published  Census 
return  of  1891,  gives  a death-rate  from  all  causes,  and  at  all  ages, 
per  1000  per  annum  of  13*9.  The  annual  death-rates  of  the  two 
registration  sub-districts  are  respectively,  after  distribution  of  the 
deaths  in  the  Workhouse: — Royston,  13*4;  Melbourn,  14‘4.  All  the 
above  figures  are  much  lower  than  those  corresponding  to  them  in 
the  two  previous  years,  and  on  this  occasion  the  two  sub-districts 
have  nearly  identical  death-rates,  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs  nearly  the  same,  and  phthisis  has  been  more  fatal  than  in 
several  years  previous,  but  the  rate  falls  far  short  of  the  average 
of  several  years  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  shows  an  excess  in  the  Melbourn 
sub-district,  viz.,  1*73  per  thousand  per  annum,  as  compared 
with  0-67  in  the  Royston  sub-district,  but  neither  are  indicative  of 
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severe  zymotic  incidence.  The  rate  for  the  whole  district  is  T25. 
The  higher  rate  in  the  Melbourn  sub-district  has  been  due  to 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough,  taken  together. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  is  416,  equal  to  a 
birth-rate  of  23‘7  per  thousand  living  per  annum.  The  birth- 
rate in  the  Royston  sub-district  is  23'8,  and  that  in  the  Melbourn 
sub-district  is  23’5.  The  birth-rate  is  therefore  lower  than  in 
previous  years,  and  in  the  two  sub-districts  nearly  identical. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  one  thousand 
registered  births  in  the  entire  district  is  84;  in  the  Royston  sub- 
district 80;  in  the  Melbourn  sub-district  88.  The  infantile 
mortality  is  thorcforo  considerably  lower  than  in  the  previous 
year. 


District. 

Deaths 

Registered 

Share  of 
Workhouse 

Addon- 

hrooko’s 

Hospital. 

County 

Asylum. 

Throo 

Counties 

Asylum. 

Total. 

Royston  S.D.  ... 

111 

5 

2 

— 

2 

120 

Melbourn  S.D 

111 

9 

— 

5 

— 

125 

Whole  District... 

222 

14 

2 

5 

2 

245 

The  incidence  of  zymotic  disease  has  been  less  marked,  both 
in  extent  and  in  severity,  than  during  the  year  1 893,  with  the 
exception  of  Scarlatina,  and  of  this  disease  there  have  been 
nearly  twenty  fewer  cases  notified  (forty-live  in  all),  and  only  two 
ended  fatally.  By  far  the  larger  number  occurred  in  Therfield 
(Buckland  End)  and  in  the  two  Royston  Parishes.  Seven  cases 
limited  to  two  households  were  notified  at  Buckland  between 
February  14th  and  April  10th;  two  others  in  one  household  were 
notilied  in  July,  and  one  at  another  part  of  Therfield  in  December. 
The  origin  of  the  earlier  cases  could  not  at  first  be  traced,  but 
subsequent  enquiry  pointed  to  infection  from  the  village  of 
Buckland,  in  the  Buntingford  District,  where  Scarlet  Fever  had 
been  present  for  some  time.  During  November  and  December 
eight  cases  were  notified  in  Royston  (Herts.),  five  in  the 
neighbouring  parts  of  Bassingbourn,  and  five  in  Kneesworth, 
respectively,  eleven  households  in  all  having  been  assailed. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  other  cases  existed  which  did  not 
come  under  medical  observation ; and  indeed  the  persistence  of 
the  disease  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  infection  conveyed  by 
such  unknown  cases ; several  were  tracked  by  the  Inspector  and 
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subsequently  examined  by  myself.  One  case  especially  deserves 
notice ; a lad  in  a state  of  desquamation  was  found  by  the 
Inspector  one  Sunday  delivering  newspapers,  and  by  bim 
stopped  in  bis  dangerous  course. 

I considered  that  tbe  School  Managers  bad  not  been 
sufficiently  cautious  in  excluding  or  notifying  suspicious  cases, 
aud  accordingly  advised  tbe  Authority  to  send  a note  under  tbe 
baud  of  tbe  Clerk  pointing  out  the  presence  of  tbe  danger. 

Five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  four  "households  were 
notified  between  June  20th  and  July  20th  in  tbe  parish  of 
Ashwell.  Two  of  tbe  families  assailed  were  related  to  each 
other,  and  infection  was  evidently  canned  from  one  to  tbe  other, 
aud  with  some  degree  of  probability  bad  been  introduced  from 
Harston,  in  tbe  Chesterton  District,  to  tbe  first  household  assailed. 
With  regard  to  two  antecedent  cases  in  a household  situate  at  a 
distance  from  the  main  centre  of  population,  there  was  some  doubt 
as  to  the  real  character  of  the  illness,  the  symptoms  and  history 
of  the  case,  as  stated  to  myself,  pointed  to  Measles,  which  had 
been  prevalent  in  the  village  during  several  weeks  previous,  as  the 
real  disease.  In  regard  to  a case  at  Hinxworth  quite  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  the  infection  was  distinctly  traceable  to 
another  household  which  had  been  attacked  in  December,  1893, 
and  this  case  in  its  turn  had  been  infected  from  a non-notified  case 
which  became  the  subject  of  prosecution.  At  proceedings  on 
January  3rd,  1894,  convictions  were  obtained  against  the  Medical 
Attendant,  and  the  head  of  the  family.  One  case  at  Steeple 
Morden  was  also  probably  imported,  but  the  origin  could  not 
be  distinctly  traced.  Six  cases  in  three  households  have  been 
notified  at  Melbourn,  the  first  case  on  March  20th,  the  last  on 
May  7th.  There  were  three  cases  in  the  first  household 
assailed,  one  in  the  second,  and  two  in  the  third  ; the  introduc- 
tion of  the  disease  into  the  first  household  could  not  be  traced. 
Three  cases  in  two  households  at  the  Tan  Yard,  Bassing-bourn, 
notified  during  January,  were  the  remanents  of  the  Scarlet 
Fever  prevalence  of  the  previous  year.  A case  at  Barrington  was 
notified  under  reserve  because  the  subject  of  the  illness  had  been 
sent  there  from  London  in  order  to  avoid  the  infection  of  Scarlet 
Fever  which  had  appeared  in  the  household  ; Measles  or  German 
Measles  had  been  prevailing  for  some  time  previously  in  the 
village  and  it  was  uncertain  at  this  stage  whether  the  case  in 
question  was  really  Scarlet  Fever  or  one  of  those  prevailing  at 


4 


Small  Pox5 


Diphtheria. 


Membraneous 
( 'roup. 


Typhoid  Ferer. 


the  time ; the  Medical  Attendant  acted  wisely  in  adopting  the 
supposition  of  the  more  grave  disease. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  has  appeared  in  the  district  during 
the  year,  but  information  was  given  by  the  Police  with  regard  to 
a tramp  who  was  alleged  to  have  passed  through  Royston  (on 
his  way  from  Cambridge  to  Hatfield)  and  to  have  stayed  several 
days  at  a common  lodging  house  at  Royston,  and  to  have 
subsequently  developed  the  disease  at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary 
at  Hatfield.  Enquiry  failed  to  identify  the  case  with  any  person 
who  had  stayed  at  the  lodging  house  in  question,  on  the  dates 
given.  Inquiry  at  several  public  houses  in  Royston,  where 
such  lodgers  are  received,  also  failed  to  elicit  any  trace  of  the 
man. 

Diphtheria  has  appeared  in  four  parishes,  three  cases  at  Mel- 
bourn  in  two  households,  Feb.  2,  Feb.  11,  one  in  each  household 
ended  fatally  ; no  satisfactory  origin  of  infection  could  be  traced. 
Three  cases  in  one  household  were  notified  at  Barkway,  in  this 
instance  also  no  satisfactory  cause  could  bo  elicited;  there  was 
indeed  a history  of  a journey  to  London  to  fetch  away  another 
child  from  the  Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital,  but  this  child  had 
exhibited  no  symptoms  and  the  period  between  the  visit  to 
London  and  the  long  delayed  appoarance  of  the  disease  contra- 
indicated infection  therefrom.  One  case  at  Thriplow  likewise 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  and  I was  not  able  to 
identify  the  distinguishing  bacillus  of  Diphtheria  ; badly  defined 
throat  illness  was  however  stated  to  have  been  present  in  the 
village  for  some  time  previous.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
dwelling  was  found  to  bo  unsatisfactory,  and  has  since  been 
improved.  A.  case  at  Litlingtou  was  notified  as  suffering  from 
Paralysis  following  Diphtheria;  the  acute  stage  of  the  disease 
appears  to  have  been  passed  through  in  London. 

Two  cases  of  Membraneous  Croup  in  one  household  occurred 
at  Ashwell,  but  no  trace  of  infection  could  be  found;  the 
diagnosis  had  been  complicated  by  an  antecedent  attack  of 
measles. 

School  closure,  particular  exclusion  from  School,  and  disin- 
fection have  been  the  chief  measures  of  precaution  adopted. 

Nine  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  (5  fatal)  have  been  notified — 
one  at  Gardener’s  Lane,  Ashwell,  appeared  to  be  fairly 
attributable  to  bad  sanitary  conditions  and  bad  di’inking  water, 
the  nuisances  were  removed,  and  the  well  was  closed  by  order  of 
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the  Authority.  One  case  in  Kneesworth  Road,  Royston  Special 
Drainage  District,  appeared  to  be  connected  with  a visit  to  Cam- 
bridge, but  the  circumstances  were  not  very  clearly  established. 

One  case  was  notified  in  the  main  village  of  Kneesworth,  which  on 
enquiry  was  found  to  have  arrived  from  London  ill  three  days 
previous  to  date  of  notification.  At  Hey  don  Grange  a fatal  case 
was  pretty  conclusively  associated  with  infection  from  a preced- 
ing case  by  means  of  excremental  leakage  from  a privy  vault  into 
the  ground  beneath  the  kitchen  floor;  the  privies  have  since  been 
converted  into  earth  closets,  but  the  kitchen  floor  and  the  earth 
beneath  have  been  left  untouched.  A case  at  Thriplow  could 
not  be  accounted  for  otherwise  than  by  a foul  privy  and  ashpit 
adjoining  the  house;  these  have  since  been  removed  to  a greater 
distance.  At  Melbourn  a series  of  four  cases  in  four  households 
occurred  during  January,  February  and  March  in  direct  sequence 
of  those  of  the  December  previous,  the  history  of  which  was 
fully  related  in  my  report  for  the  year  1893.  The  first  of  the 
four,  which  occurred  at  Melbourn  Moor  (January  5th),  was  that 
of  a woman  who  worked  at  one  of  the  households  infected  in 
the  High  Street.  The  second  case  (January  18th)  occurred  in 
Meeting-house  Lane,  adjacent  to  affected  houses  in  High  Street. 

The  third,  which  was  removed  to  the  Infectious  Ward,  Royston 
Workhouse,  and  recovered,  occurred  (Feb.  2nd)  at  Dolphin  Lane, 
and  was  contracted  from  a daughter,  who,  in  her  turn  had  con- 
tracted the  disease  whilst  acting  as  servant  at  the  first  house 
attacked  in  the  High  Street.  The  fourth  case  (March  14th) 
was  caught  from  previous  cases  in  the  same  house  in  the  High 
Street,  and  was  removed  to  the  Infectious  Ward  at  the  Work- 
house,  where  the  patient  died. 

During  the  eai’ly  months  of  the  year  the  water  scheme  for  water  Supply. 
Barkway  has  been  completed.  With  regard  to  the  following 
places,  viz. : Kelshall,  Therfield,  Reed  and  Nuthampstead, 
mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  Authority  has  passed  a 
resolution  directing  the  Clerk  to  serve  a six  months’  notice  on 
owners  of  house  property  to  provide  their  tenants  with  a 
sufficient  supply  of  good  and  wholesome  water  for  domestic 
purposes;  this  notice  has  not  yet  expired.  The  remedy  hereby 
adopted  is  scarcely  the  one  which  had  occurred  to  myself,  inas- 
much as  it  appears  to  me  to  be  difficult  for  the  individual  owners 
to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  at  the 
statutory  cost  without  combined  effort,  and  it  may  be  possible 
that  some  of  the  objections  under  Sec.  4 of  the  Public  Health 
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(Water)  Act,  1878,  might  be  urged  against  the  Authority’s 
order.  With  regard  to  Great  Chishill  no  further  efforts  have  been 
made  for  the  completion  of  the  scheme  which  was  pi’oposed  by 
myself  in  1893  ; also  no  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to 
the  water  necessities  of  Smith  Eud,  Barley. 

Complaint  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  alleged  pollution 
of  the  Water  Supply  at  Shepreth.  A sample  of  the  water  was 
submitted  to  analysis  with  the  result  that  it  was  fouud  to  be  not 
of  high  quality,  but  not  so  chemically  impure  as  to  be  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes.  Under  order  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  made  surprise  visits  to  discover,  if  possible, 
any  actious  of  the  cottagers  tending  to  pollute  the  stream,  but 
without  result ; two  privies  and  several  refuse  heaps,  however, 
which  might  at  times  pollute  the  stream,  were  found  and 
removed. 

Two  public  pumps  have  been  repaired  during  the  year 
at  the  expense  of  the  Authority — one  at  Barkway  and  one 
at  Litlington. 

Fifteen  certificates  have  been  applied  for  under  the  Public 
Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  sec.  0,  and  granted  by  the  Authority. 
Two  samples  of  potable  water  have  been  taken  for  analysis,  of 
which  one  was  found  to  be  pure  and  one  polluted. 

The  following  cottages  have  been  closed  voluntarily,  one  at 
Litlington,  one  at  Therfiold,  and  four  at  Steeple  Morden  ; the 
cottage  at  Litlington  was  subsequently  demolished.  One  of  the 
cottages  at  Steeple  Morden  has  recently  been  re-occupied  with- 
out the  sanction  of  the  owners,  and  in  consequence  the  whole  of 
the  buildings  have  been  reported  upon  by  myself  during 
the  month  of  January,  1895,  to  the  Melbourn  District  Council 
under  Sec.  32  of  the  Housing  of  tho  Working  Classes  Act. 

Two  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  near  tho  Fountain 
Public  llouso  at  Barrington,  have  been  demolished.  Twenty- 
seven  dwellings  have  been  re-thatched  and  repaired,  viz: — 
two  respectively  at  Shepreth,  Steeple  Morden,  Melbourn, 
Kelshall,  Itoyston  (Herts.),  Great  Chishill  and  Nutharnpstead, 
one  respectively  at  Thriplow  and  Iloydon,  three  at  Buckland 
and  Litlington,  and  five  at  Therfield. 

Following  on  my  special  report  of  the  13th  December,  1893, 
on  the  serious  sanitary  defects  of  Meeting-house  Lane,  Melbourn, 
and  its  neighbourhood,  a meeting  of  the  Parochial  Committee 
to  which  the  matter  was  referred,  took  place  on  April  10th,  1894, 
when  my  report  was  further  considered,  and  a resolution  thereupon 
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adopted,  and  sent  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  their  approval. 
A supplementary  report  on  the  reports  made  by  the  Parochial 
Committee  was  made  by  me  on  May  1st,  1894.  The  buildings 
with  the  exception  of  the  floor  have  been  very  much  improved, 
but  the  main  suggestions  contained  in  my  report  have  not  yet 
been  carried  into  effect. 

The  following  sanitary  improvements  mainly  in  the  Special 
Drainage  District  of  Boyston  have  been  made,  viz.  : fifty-three 
new  closets  and  the  necessary  connections  with  the  sewer,  twenty- 
nine  new  drains,  thirteen  sink  wastes  disconnected  and  gulley 
traps  provided.  Twenty  foul  privy  pits  have  been  closed,  those 
in  the  Royston  District  have  been  connected  with  the  sewer, 
and  those  in  the  villages  converted  into  earth  closets. 

Factory  Row  and  Rock  Road  still  require  the  improvement 
suggested  in  my  previous  reports. 

The  surface  drainage  at  Melbourn  mentioned  in  my  previous 
reports  should  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  drain  in  Long  Lane,  Fowlmere,  has  been  closed,  and  the 
flood  water  now  passes  over  the  roadway. 

I have  made  a special  report  on  a dirty  house  at  High 
Street,  Barkway,  under  Sec.  46  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
and  the  nuisance  has  been  satisfactorily  abated. 

The  improvements  of  the  Kelshall  School  Buildings  have  not 
yet  been  made,  but  there  appears  to  be  some  prospect  of  early 
attention. 

In  a special  report  on  August  14th  I ventured  to  suggest  to 
the  Authority  to  make  provision,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  for  a 
regular  system  of  collection  of  household  refuse  in  certain  parts 
of  Ashwell  (detailed  in  a Schedule  appended),  where  I had  found 
it  to  be  the  practice  to  store  such  refuse  for  a lengthened  period 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  experienced  and  the  unwillingness  of 
householders  to  remove  it  at  frequent  and  regular  intervals.  Had 
my  suggestion  been  carried  into  effect  I should  have  felt  inclined 
to  recommend  the  adoption  of  a similar  system  for  some  of  the 
other  more  populous  villages  in  the  district. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  at  the  Tan  Yard,  Bassingbourn, 
have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  the  removal  of  the  families 
to  larger  houses. 

Appended  hereto  is  the  Inspector’s  Tabular  Report,  and  to 
the  official  copies  the  Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

BUSHELL  ANNINGSON,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Animals,  pigs  and  fowls  removed,  cases 
Beds  (infected)  destroyed  after  Typhoid 
Certificates  under  P.  Id.  (Water)  Act,  1878,  granted 
Cesspits  cleaned  out 
Cottages  closed 

Cottages  demolished,  unfit  for  habitation 
Cottages  re-thatched  and  repaired 
Cow  sheds,  cleaned,  drained  and  lime-washed 
Dairy,  unfit,  closed 

Drains  cleaned,  repaired,  and  dung  heaps  removed 
Food  unfit  for  human  consumption  (box  of  herrings)  seized 
Houses  fumigated 

New  closets,  and  closets  connected  with  sewer 
„ Drains  made 
„ Houses  built 
„ Wells  sunk 
Notices  to  repair 

„ to  abate  nuisances 
„ „ overcrowding 

Parish  drains  disinfected  ... 

„ pumps  repaired 
Privy  cesspits  filled  up 
Removed  to  infectious  ward 
.Samples  of  water  taken 

Sink  drains  disconnected  from  underground  pipe  drains 
Travellers  vans  visited 

Ventilators  to  existing  drains  and  sewers  fixed 
Visits  to  infectious  cases 
„ lodging  houses 

„ slaughter  houses,  dairies,  and  bake-houses 
Wells  cleaned  out 
„ closed  by  order 

Watercourses  used  for  drinking  purposes  cleaned  out 
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H.  N.  WOODWARD, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


